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VERSE 1 




















P LEASE. 



NO ONE 
BREATHE. 

































































SIX 

YEARS 

EARLIER. 

TOKYO. 


BEFORE 
I KNEW 
WHAT 
PASSION 
WAS. 


HEY, 

ARATA- 

KUN. 

YOU 

FORGOT 

YOUR 

ROUTE 

L\ST.A 


BLOCK 2-5: 
FUJIWARA, 
TANAKA IHARA 
HAYASHI. 
FIVE ON THE 
OPPOSITE SIDE: 
OHSAWA, 
FUJIMIYA 
YAMAMOTO, 
k AYA5E. 


f YOU 
COTTA 
CHECK 
YOUR 

DELIVERIES 

AGAINST 

THIS... 


HIGH-RISE, 
FROM THE TOP: 
3002,3004, 
3007,2m, 

2m, 2m, 

2 m, 2 m, 

2301,2302, 
230S, 2307, 
2304,2310, 
2701,2705, 
2602,2603. 


ALREADY 

MEMO¬ 

RIZED 

IT. 


1 MR. UCHIYAMA 
' STOPPED DELIVERY. 

YOKOTA CO-OP 
101:103,202,203,204. 

TWO NEXT DOOR: 
i KAWAGUCHI, 

I NAGANO. 


YA LIAR/ 
THERE'S 
TWO 

HUNDRED 
HOMES IN 
HERE/ 


YOU X 
BETTER 
NOT 

MESS UP 
ANY OF 
YOUR 
DELIVER- 
IES/ 


THERE'S NO 
WAY YOU 
COULD'VE 
MEMORIZED 
’EM ALL/ 


AYASE 

NEXT... 










































...POES HAVE 
BETTER BOP 1 ) 


BUT I HAVE 
TO APMIT, 
THE OIRL 
WHO WON... 


CAN I 
HAVE THIS 
PHOTO TO 
KEEP? 


RI 0 HT 

here/ 


IT'S STILL 
AMAZINO/ 
MV OWN 
BIO SISTER 
MAPE IT 
INTO 
THE TOP 
FIFTEEN/ 



(500D 
MORN¬ 
ING, 
CHI- 
HAYA-, 
.OWN// 


I SAW 
THE 
NEWS¬ 
PAPER, 
CHI- 
CHAN/ 




■BEAUTIFUi 


SHE IS 


IBXGKfeHENl 

IMwasIm 

reREAWlsOa 

HER TO 
BECOME 
NUMBER 
ONE IN 
JAPAN. 


y you 

J KNOW, 

I you 

' NEEP TO 
LEARN TO 
THINK 
BEFORE 

you , 

\ SPEAK/ / 


pAS’iO 

KnsEREp] 

■SISTER! 

BBsCTl 

llOLiPERll 

iiin&W/flEi 


youR 

SISTER'S 1 
AMAZINO/ r 











































YOUR 

BIO 

SISTER 
IS SO 
PRETTY 


OR, 

WOW! 


SHE 
REALLY 
IS IN 
■' THE 
PAPER. 


YA 

KNOW, 

THOUGH. 


/ YOU 

TWO 

BUT you MIOHT 
5TILU Stm B£ 
LIKE A BOY, 515- 
CWIWAYA. TER5, 




/ i ouess you 

/ IF THERE'S WANNA 
ANYTHING 00, 
YOU'RE AS CHI- 
\ OOOP AS HAYA? 
\ ME AT, IT'S ^ 
\ BEINO / f 
!■ ^ATHLETIC// f J 


WHOA 


WHAT'S 

THE 

MATTER, 
CHIHAYA?. 



















THAT BOY 
TRANS¬ 
FERRED 
HERE THE 
OTHER 
DAY... 


WE'VE 

NEVER 

TALKED, 

BUT... 


CWIWAYA! 


I WOULDN'T 
TALK TO HIM 
IF I WERE 
YOU. 


...I FEEL 
LIKE I'VE 
SEEN HIM 
SOME¬ 
WHERE 
BEFORE... 


/ AND HE \ 
DOESN'T 
TALK TO 
ANYONE, 
EVEN IF 
\THEY TALK 
TO HIM / 
.FIRST/ £ 


I I HEAR 
THAT KID 
SNACKS 
ON 

V Bii&S! 


f OUR ' 
/ CLASS 
WOULD BE 
BETTER 
OFF 

.WITHOUT 
\ HIM. I 


HIS \ 
SOCKS ' 
ARE 

FULL OF 
HOLES, . 
TOO. / 


HEY, 

CHI- 

CHAN. 


LOOK/ 


ISN'T 

THAT 

SO 

MEAN? 


Wataya’s Sayings 

- Hoy > Hey 

- Yerp>Yep 


HUH? 


/WAWA-KUN 
— 7 TALKS DIPFER-1 
ENT BECAUSE 
HE'S ALL THE, 
SO WAYFROM 
WE FUKUI, 

MADE RI^HT^ 
SOME 

NOTES. life™.,. 


AND WE TRIED - 
OETTINO HIM 
TO TALK LIKE 
THEY DO OVER 
THERE, BUT HE 
WOULDN'T/ 














































































I WONDER, 
THOUGH. 





































THE ' 

\ j PRIZE IS A 
\> ! BOOKSTORE 

OIFT 

/ CERTIFI- I 

LET'S / 

BEAT AS 

CLASS 2 , ' V a 

OKAY? / 


WELL, 
MASH IMA- 
KUN 
CAN PO 
EVERY¬ 
THING.' 


WONDER. 


'REAP/.- 


BUT 

WHERE. 


/NO WAY' 
THAT'S 

happen¬ 
ing; / 




IT'S \ 
NOT 
JUST 
MASHI- 
MA- 
KUN/. 


WATAYA- 
KUN CAME 
TOME 
AFTER 
CLASS 
YESTERPAY 
TO TAKE 
THE TEST... 


;..ANP HE 
PASSEP BY 
RECITING 
ALL ONE 
HUNPREP 
IN A ROW/ 


LET'S 01VE 
HIM A 
ROUNP OF 
APPLAUSE/ 


HE WAS 

peuverin^ 

NEWS¬ 

PAPERS' 


’all of 

THEM 
IN A . 
ROW?J 
































THAT'S 
RIOHT, 
THAT'S 
RIOHT/ 
NOW I 
REMEM¬ 
BER/ 


THAT 


t- ^ 


THAT'S TAYA- 

awe- kun, y 


TRUE, 


you 


WATA- 


WERE 

PEUVERINO 
NEWSPA¬ 
PERS 


SOME/ 


MORNINO, 

WEREN'T 

you/ 


you RENTS 


HEY, YA 
KNOW. 


PO THAT AREN'T 
EVERY SUP- 
PAY? POSEP 
TO BE 
WORKINO. 


JUST 






























YOU NEED 
TO LEARN TO 
THINK BEFORE 
YOU SPEAK! 


SORRY FOV 
RUINING 
i YOU R ONE 
I SET OF ( 
laOTHES.i 


f YOU 
COU LV 
ALWAYS 
BORROW 
A SKIRT 
FROM j 

\ your 

MOM... I 


moA 


THINK 
YOii'Ll 
H AYE 
AKYTmO 
TO WEAR 
TOMOR¬ 
ROW? 
































































\ ....... -" J X REALLY ilk** ,/\/\ 

WILL, YOU 

KNOW/ YOU'RE /L - \ 

I \ OONNA BE 

SAIP \ SUPER SAP FINE 

I WITHOUT ; \T ™' 

PON'T ANY I M p£,", 

CARE/ / FRIENPSC . \ A ' 

777 77 - 

/ IF YOU'RE SO 

jOONNA STICK YOU'RE 

1 UP FOR HIM, NOT ON 
YOU'RE MY SIPE 

OETTINO LEFT AFTER 
( OUT TOMOR- ALL? 
x ROW TOO/ 


you'll / II if tpon't 

RBGRBT / COMB 
THIS/ 1 II/I CRYING 
TO MB 
LATER/ 


|l 


B °°*i 





































mOA! 


pR, NO 


m... 


SORRY 


MORNINO, 


my bio 


SISTER 


KICKEP 


ME BE 


CAUSE... 


I OET YELLEP 
AT All THE 
TIME FOR SAY- 
NO THINGS AS 
SOON AS THEY 
COME TO MINP, 





























































mwjA\ 

GRAB... i 


...THE N 
PAPER u, ■ 
THIS'ktj 
MORN-S,. *3 
INC...? I 


HE 

TALKED 


MY BIO \ 
SISTER WAS 
INI A BEAUTY 
PAGEANT AND 
I COULDN'T 
WAIT TO READ 
THE ARTICLE/, 


IT'S MY 
DREAM FOR 
HER TO 
BECOME 
NUMBER 
ONE IN 
JAPAN 
v SOME DAY/ 


LOOK, 

RIOHT HERE/ 
MY SISTER'S 
IN THE BACK/ 


Y'CANT CALL 
THAT NO 
DREAM. 


HUH? 


YOUR 
PR BAMS 
RAVB GOTTA 
A&OUT'CRBR- 

seir. 


ISN'T SHE 
BEAUTIFUL? 

ISN'T IT 
AMAZINO? 
















PON'T &0 
'CLIMBIN' 
ON HERS. 


THINI<A 

"YOUR 

POOR' 

e\eem 


00 YOU 
HAVE A 
PREAM?/ 


KNOW 
HOW'TA 
PL/\y, 
AYASB - 
SAN? 


/ OUR 
/ WHOLE 
I SCHOOL 
HAS A 

TOURNAMENT 
\ EVERy 
\ yEAR. 

\ W orfr 


PO I 
KNOW 
HOW? 


HEy, 

AREN'T 

THESE 

HyAKUNIN 

ISSHU 

CARPS? 


y WH- 
WHAT'S 
THAT 
SUP- 
POSEP 
TO MEAN 


THEN 

WHAT'S 

youR 

PREAM, 

YlATAYA- 

KUN?/ 





































HUH? 


yeah. 


| Arashifuku- 

^(The stormy winds 
^ ofMimuro-) 


WHY 

ARE 

THEY 



































FRUS¬ 

TRAT¬ 

ING. 


FAST/ 


JUST 
THAT 
ONE 
CARP— 


































I'VE 

ALWAYS 

BEEN 

PLAYIN' 

ALONE... 


/ WE 
PLAYEP 
TOGETH¬ 
ER LOTS 
BACK IN 
FUKUI. 


...IF YOU'Re 
NUMMER ONE 
IN JAPAN, 


ALONE 


BUT X 
CAN'T 
REALLY 
HERE'N 
TOKYO. 


WHILE 

YOU 

LISTEN 

TO 

TAPES? 


KARUTA 
INNT TOO 
POPULAR 
IN OTH¬ 
ER COUN¬ 
TRIES... 


GUESS 

IT'S 

TOUGH. 


YOU'P BE 
NUMMER 
ONE IN THE 
WORLP, 
RIGHT? 


m BUT 
| THAT 
i MEANS. 


























My 

PREAM'S 


MASTER 


DREAMS 


...T0» 
i BECOME, 
A KARUm 
/WASTER. 


NUMBER 
ONE 
IN THE 
WORLD? 


HUH? 


f IT'S A 
[OOOP NAME, 
I /'KNOW. 


LOOKIT 

HERE. 
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\ eoov 
'■ MORN- 
1 \H&! 


'MORN- 

\H&! 


YOU’RE 
l GEI IING- 
LEFT OUT' 
^TOMOR¬ 
ROW 
TOO! 


! GOOD 
MORN.. 


/ YOU KNOW, 1/ 

IP you STOP; v 
TALKING TO / § 
\ THAT / % 
\ OUTSID- NM 
X PR... / W 


HUM? 


Brag 


/WHERE'S 
My I 
DESK...?/ 


DREAMS, 

HUH...? 


...I'D BP \D 
WILLING TOf/ | 

lpt you 

BACK INTO I 
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WHAT'S 

YOUR 

PEAL, 

CHIHA- 

YA? 


WE ALL 
PECIPEP 
AS A CLASS 
TO NOT LET 
HIM IN! 


VO N'T 
WORRY 
ABOUT 
ME. 


BUT LET 
mTAYA- 
KUN IN, 
TAICHI. 


IT'S 

PINE, 

AYASE- 

SAN/ 


HE'S A WIMP, 
HE'S POOR, 
ANP HE'S A 
HICK/ 


Amo neh 

HERE IN 
\ KARU17\/ 














ISN'T THAT 
RIGHT?/ 


7 IF X GET A 1 
SINGLE CARD 
OFF you, 
FORGET ABOUT 
ANyONE TALKING 
TO YOU UNTIL 
GRADUATION/ j 


...IT 

FELT 

GOOD, 


njfj 

rnrr t - 

/ IT ms K 

i 

on 

ml 

AN 

ABSURD 

ismmA 

jV YEAH?/ 1 





























THERE'S 
NOTHING 
I HAVE 
WHERE I 
COULD 

CONFIDENTLY 






















































(wow/ 



X ALWAYS 
THOUGHT 

SEEMED 

SMART. 


WATAYA- 

KUISI'S 

\we-som 


...AD¬ 
VANCES 
TO THE 
FINALS. 


/DOESN'T Np 
/IT SEEM LIKE . 

/ HE'SOOINO ' 
TO OET EVER/ 
A CARP THIS 
\ TOURNA- / 
f/Y MENT 7 


IT'S FINE. 
MASHIMA 
CAN DO 
JUST ABOUT 
ANYTHING. 


I'M SURE 
HE'LL- BE 
ABLE TO^ET 
AT LEAST 
ONE/ 


■k f YEAR 

^E| s 

■ I CLASS l 

ARATA 
%1%WATAYA- 
/ %/aiN... 


y i 

WONPER 
IF MASHI- 
v MA-KUN 
\ WILL 
\ BE AL- 
I RIOHT. 


HIS 

FATHER'S 
A DOCTOR, 
AND HIS 
MOTHER'S 
SUPER 
STRICT. 


I HEAR 
SHE'S 
EVEN 
COME TO 
WATCH 
TODAY/ 


































































































/ you 

CAN WIPE 
^ ; YOUR 
'<III \FACB OFF 
v HERE. 


WHAT 
IS HE 
POINO 


' ARE you 
OKAY, 
WATAYA- 
KUIM? 


OH, I 
PON'T 
HAVE A 
HANPKER- 
CHIEF OR 
ANYTHING. 


WHAA 


WHAT^ 











































































LET'S 

BEOIN. 


IS THIS 


REMEMBER 


YOU'LL 


YOU LOSE 


HAVE AN 


IP I OET 


EXCUSE 


A SINGLE 


WHEN 


CARP. 


YOU 


LOSE? 








































Yama 


mOA! 


THAT 

WAS 

FAST/ 


(Blown by 
the autumn 
wind) 


j Kaze no 
kaketaru 
shigarami 
wa- 

(fhe leaves have, 
settled here,) f 




7 WHAT'S 
I THOUGHT WITH 
HE CAN'T HIM ?! 

ANYTHING/ \ ^ 


Misebaya 


(The salt-soaked/ 
sleeves of L 
\ fishermen) h 


THAT'S 

TUP 

WR0N6 

CARP, 

WATAYA- 

KUN. 


HE KNOWS 
WHERE 
EVERY CARD 
WAS AT THE 
BEGINNING.. 


HE 

ALREADY 
HAS IT 
MEMO¬ 
RIZED. 






























? Wasureji 
noyukusue 
made wa 
katakereba 

(I will never 
forget you!” / 
Well, that is 
L what they say;) 


m- 

THAT'S SHI- 
THE MA- 
RIOHT KUN. 
CARP. ^ 


THERE 
IT IS/ 


THE 

CARDS 


^THEY'VE 
F sBEENf 
f , ‘MOVED^ 


MASHIMA 
FINALUV 
£0T HIS 
FIRST 
ONE/ . 


I WHOA/ 


/ NICE 
JOB, 
MASHI- 
, AAA/ 


ipTHEY 

MOVED. 


DON'T 
LOSE TO 
THAT ^ 
OUTSIDER/ 


TIAAE FOR 

l you to 

SHOW HIM 
WHAT you 
CAN DO/ 


. 1 > 

tCAN'P 
' SEE 
THEM J 












































ANP HE ^ 
THOUGHT 
HE COULP 
BRAO 
ABOUT 
HOW OOOP/ 
HE 15 AT / 
KARUTA/ 


QUIET, 

you 

TWO/ 


OET 

THAT 

OUT¬ 

SIDER/ 


to: MAKE 


(ENDS; 


ARATA,” 


^Sends 

IVIOIOO: 
^ JUST KEEpj 
C)\ PLAYInI 
KARUTA.” 


gpYOUR 

^I»\NDPA’S 

wItchin’ 
OVER YOU.” 


15 WATAYA 
THAT 

PE5PERATE 
FOR A OIFT 
CARP? 


YOU 
OAN 
PO IT, 
N\A~ 
5HIAAA/ 

















































WHAT 


I'M GOING TO 
BEAT HIM IN 
WATAYA-KUN'S 
PLACE! 


r WELL, X DO < 
/ UNDERSTAND 
HOW HE'D HAVE 
TROUBLE 
WITHOUT HIS 
OLASSES, , 
1 BUT... / 


AND V ( 
CHIHAYA'Skp 
DEFINITELY^ 
WORSE f§/ 
THAN HIM,F ;/ 
ANYWAY/ / 


YOUR 


NOT "IN 
WATAYA- 
KUN'S 
PUCE." 



NO... 















I'M 


WH OA 


BUT VOBSN'T 
CHIHAYA 


YcAh, 


LIKE HALF 0NLy 


A FEW 
GROUPS O? 
CARPS? 


O? THEM. 





























( Se"o ) hayami 
iwa ni sekaruru 
takigawa no 






































IT'S ' 

allowed 

BY THE 
■ RULES, i j 


AS 

LONG- * 
AS THE 
CORRECT 
CARP 
LANDS 
OUTSIDE 
THE 
PIELD. 


THAT'S 
\ NO 
1 PAIR, 
f CHI- 
, WAYA! 


J IT'S 
/ PUN TO 
WATCH 
THAT 

i OIRL PLAY 
\ KARUTA. 


NATSUNO \ 
NONIIDETE 
WAKANA T5UMU 
WAGAKOROMODENI 
YUKIWAFURIT5UKU 


Kimigatame 

(Picking for you 
in the fields) 


WHERE 15 IT?! 


(The first green herbs of 
spring — / And to my 
sleeves a thousand / 
Tiny snowflakes cling.” 

v (0.5 SECONDS) , 


YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
IVIN! 


JUST ONE 
MORE CARO 
AW 

CR\\\AYA 

WINS/ 


AYASE- 

SAN'S 

RALLYING. 


shouidM 

BjlieiM 


BUT I 
I DON'T 
KNOW 
, ANY OF 
THE RE¬ 
MAINING 
CARDSJ 


MASHIMA 
MAY BE A 
CHEATER;, 
BUT.:. 


v EVEN THOUGH 
. HE'S SMARTER 
AND FASTER 
| THAN ANYONE 

far^ROUNB? ^ 


FOCUS ON 

HOWTAICHI I'M NOT 

MOVES! LOSING 

NOW. 












































Chihaya 
\ buru- 


THIS IS 
HOW A 
KARUTA 
PLAYER 
SEES! 


Kara kurenai ni 
mizu kukuru to wa 

(Observed the Tatsuta/ 
With scarlet leaves aglow.; 


YAAAY 


AYASB- 
SAN FROM 
YBAR 6, 
ClASS 1 
WIN SI 


PHEW 


AL~ 

RI6H17 

















TAICHI/ 


X HAP A 
^ £REAT 
■) TIME 
/ PLAYING 
A6AIN5T 

V' you. 4 


\jSNT 
KARUT A 

Cfun? 


IT WASN'T 
LIKE THIS 
WHEN X HAP 
TO PLAY 
AOAINST 
WATAYA- 
KUN. / 


f THEN 
JAYASE-SAN. 
I THAT'P 
k MAKE 
b^YOU... . 


I MEAN, 
HE'S OOINO TO 
BE A 

MASTER 

ONE PAY. 


A QUEEN, 




















..NUMBER 
ONE IN 
JAPAN... 


a Quem? 


MEANS 
NUMBER 
ONE IN THE 
WORLD. 


IN 

KARUTA 


C4i4<w(|n)wt 































SERI¬ 

OUSLY? 

ALL 
THREE 
OF US 
SOT THE 
SAME 
PRIZE? / 


/ I RUN' 
NEEP THIS l 
CERTIFICATE) 
A EITHER... ! 


HE/ 

GUYS, 

LOOK! 


THIS 
IS THE 
FIRST 
TIME IVE 
EVER « 
WON 
SOME- 
" THINO 
LIKE - 
THIS/ 


LOOK 


I'M 50 
HAPPVf/ 


YEAH, 
WE SOT 
THE SAME 
THINS... 


RE^uy 


f EUT 
1 WHERE 
PO YOU 
THINK YOUR 
SLASSES 
WENT, 
k WATAYA? 


55 























TA\CUl 


YIKES. 


they oet 

MAP AT HIM 
UNLESS HE 
WINS AT 
v EVERYTHINO. 


.. 

• l\ 
ft 

: 

I CALL HER 1 
PRESSURE/' 

4 


ACK... \ 
MAYBE I \ 
SHOULPN'T 
'HAVE PONE, 
THAT. / 


TAICHI'S 
FAMILY IS I 
'all about 

WINNING. I 


ESPE¬ 
CIALLY 
HIS MOM 
OVER 
THERE. . 




WHAT 

r WENT OUT ARB YOU 
0 \F MY WAY POINO? 
TO FILM HOW 
YOU, BUT COULP YOU 
WE CAN'T u?SE TO 
SHOW YOUR A OIRL? 
FATHER 

^ THIS/ 13— 


IT'S 

TAICHI'S 

MOM. 


WHY'S 
SHE ALL 
MAP? 


WA- 


WATA 
















































WH- 

WHAT'RE 

YOU 

VOIKO?! 


LET'S 
PLAY 
KAPUT A 
AGAH 
OKAY? 


YBAU! 

IBS'! 


m { 

GOTTA! 


IBS' PLAY 
KAPUTA! 


AYASB ■ 
SAN... 


THINK, 



































...You've 
&0T A 
K HACK 
FOR 

KARUTA. 


| Certificate / I 
[Competitive! 
| Spirit Prize [ 


* 

r 


DH 


LOOK! 
LOOK AT 
WHAT X 
GOT- 


MOM/ 

515 / 
































































1 WELL V s 
THAT'S!' 
iBORINS.l 


OR 

MORE 

LIKE 

LAME. 


KARUTA 

TOURNA¬ 

MENT? 


WHY 

WOULP 

YOU 

BOTHER 
SHOWING 
ME THIS? 


fT.THBFIRSlj 

timeTve 1 

EVER WON 
SOMETHING^ 

k likethisF 


THIS 

IS... 


I'M SORRY 
TO HAVE 
KEPT you 
WAITINS. 


s / Seventh Karuta i 


V 




KEEP IT 
POWN, 
CHIHAYA, 
^ OKAY? 































































THAT'S W 
THE \ 
PRINCIPAL'S 
VOICE/ 


HUH? 


THE 

PRINCIPAL'S 

VOICE? 


THOUQHT 
LIBRARY 
HELPERS 
NEVER HAP 
TO PO 
.ANYTHING./ 


WHERE PO 
YOU HEAR 
THAT? 


WORK. 


LIBRj 


SORTEP BY 
PUBLICA- 
\TION PATE. 


/ SO 
YOU CAN 
PUT THEM 
STRAIGHT 
PROM 
THE BOX 
iONTO THE 
L SHELVES. 


\W z' HE YELLED 
AT ME THE 
: T OTHER DAY 

HOPE BECAUSE 

HE'S 1 WAS 
DOESN'T TWIRLINO AN 
COME UMBRELLA 
THIS AROUND AND 

, way scratched 

\ ' HIS CAR BY 

V ACCIDENT. 


QUICKER STOP \1 
YOU COM-" 

WORK, PLAININO 
THE TAICHI, 

QUICKER AND 
WE'LL ^ST 

act -r/-i OET TO/ 


QET TO 


00 

HOME. 


<f 








































































HOW 

IS 

THERE 

ANY¬ 

THING 

LAME 


...ABOUT 
LOSING 
A PAIR 
FIGHT?/ 


kuunk 


NOT LIKE 
ANYONE 


mu. 


THAT'S 
WHAT I 
THINK. 
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HE DOESN'T 
HAVE CARDS.. 


HE DOESN'T 
HAVE ©LASSES 


THEY'RE 


F BUT 
HE CAN 


THERE 


jBgHEMr 

































HEY, 

WHAT'RE 

YOU 

DOINO? 


IT'S 

CREEPY 
WATCHING 
YOU DO 
THAT 
All BY 
YOURSELF. 


ARE YOU 
THAT 

OBSESSED 

WITH 

KARUTA? 














































































































FOUNV 
THESE 
IN THE 
UAll- 
WAY.... 


I PIP IT. 


X TOOK 
THEM... 






















































. THEYGET 
MAD AT HIM 
UNLESS HE 
WINS AT 
EVERYTHING. 


■''WANT 

HER... 


UP N 
THERE//] 


...HAVE 
■8*y NESTS/ 


f PLEA5E 
f PONT 
TELL 

CHIHA/A.. 







































HMM, I 
DON'T 
SEE 
THEM. 


DON'T 

WANT 

HER 


WHOA/ 


SORRY 

ABOUT 

THAT/ 


CHIHAW 


WHERE 

ARE 

/ you, 

WE OHIHA- 
FOUND 
HIS 

CLASSES/ 


CHI- ' 
HAYA! 


cw i- 

HA/A/ 


























...THAT 

WAS 

gfi «S§ 

WHEN... 














: Tfi AW 
WINTER: 


Competitive Spirit Pri 
Chihaya Ayase 


:I WAS/ 

going] 

ITO. COMEm 
ACROSSW 

TREASURES^ 
pTHAT WOLE® 

ElSeetime^ 




























































[(Do you [ 


THIS IS IT, 
RI6HT? 


f W NOT 
rattle (NOW.../ 


HEEEEy 

THERE// 


(I sit alone on 
. this autumn 
| night) 


















































C4i4<w(|n)wt 
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o 

























...IT'S 
BEEN LIKE 
PLAYING^ 
CARDS... 


■WHEfSJg 

BB et 

Will 


Lor a 

BOARD 
GAME/-. 
A WAY TO 
KILL TIME. 


AsS* 












THANK 

YOU 

VERY 

MUCH. 


THANK 

YOU 

VERY 

MUCH. 


WEY 

MIYAZAKI- 

KUN. 


WHY'P YOU 
PLACE THE 
CARP YOU 
GAVE ME 
IN THE 
MIP-OAME 
RIOHT 
HERE? ^ 


/ IT'S 
/FOOLISH TO 
THINK THAT'P 
WORK. I'VE 
COMPLETELY 
MEMORIZEP 
THE THINO. 


ALSO, 

THIS 

CARP... 


HARAPA- 

SEHSEL 









































SEN¬ 

SEI? 



jy \ 

J 

OH... 

w 

um] 


SORRY ABOUT 
THAT. HARAPA- 
SENSEI IS 
5UPPOSEP TO BE 
THE ONE RUN¬ 
NING PRAC¬ 
TICE, BUT. 



...YOU 
JUST 

CAN'T TEAR 
HIM AWAY 

ft prom 

lon^KARUTA... 




































NO MATTER 
WHAT ANYONE 
ELSE SAYS, 
YOU'RE 
WELCOME 
HERE// 



















































if we 

PLAY, 
WE' RE 
GONNA 
WIN. 


r] OF 
COURSE, 


QST\ 


yrmow is 
7H0W MUCH this 
/ you WANT OKAY, 
THOSE ELEMEN- HA- 
TARY SCHOOL ra- 
CHILDREN TO VA- 
JOIN, BUT SEN- 
THEYVE COT- SEI? 
TEN THEM¬ 
SELVES INTO 
\ SOME TROU- .—- 


1 sounds’ 
THINK INTER¬ 
MIT ES ™ S, J 
WATCH I 

THIS/ if 


WHAT'S 

WITH 

THESE 























WHAT?/ 
YOU PON'T 
BVBN KNOW 
THAT BUT 
yOU WANT TO 
PLAY US? 
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TEAM 


THEY CAME' 
UP WITH A 
PLAN. I 


y ONE OF \3 
THEM MUST K 
HAVE DONE j-= 
, THIS " 
I BEFORE. Af 













































































































Ujino 

kawagiri 


YOU OUGHT 
TOFOCUS 
ON AREAS 
WHERE 
YOU’LL BE 
ABLE TO 
WIN. 


THEY'RE 

NOT 

EXPECTING 

, -;7 LZy u : 
u-f ^ 


I GOT 
THE | 
RI6HT 
OHB, 

WAT AYAH 


THAT WAS 
A PIECE 
l OF CAKE/ 
NEXT 
TIME, 

I I'Ll— i 


Asa- 

borake 


(At dawn 
in winter 
; by the Uji 
| River,) 





















WHAT A 
BEAUTIFUL 
BLOCK! 


HE MOVED 
SO QUICKLY 
TO STOP HIS 
OPPONENT 




































LISTEN. 



WHO 

EXACTLY 15 
GLASSES 
SOY, 

. THOUGH? 


HE MUST 
SEA 
RANKED 
PLAYER. 


I'D LOVE 
TOHAYE 
HIM JOIN 
US- 

























Mube yama kaze o 
arashi to iuran 
’jjK (Like storm-troopers they 
jar arc indeed - / They come, 
they conquer, they pass) 




























(stormy 
mountain 
: winds) 








































pBaissfi 

rfammm 

I^S-FESjj 

!®neMere1 


I GOT 
MY FIRST 
CARD. 


THE 
ONLY 
ONE TO 
MAKE A 
MOVE. 





wow... 



THAT 

FELT 

GREAT 


PLAYING 

KARUTA 

FEELS 

GREAT/ 


I WANT 
TO GET 
ANOTHER 


CARD/ 




































I LOVE 
WATCH¬ 
ING 

i THESE 
" KIDS 
PLAY// 


CUT IT \ 
OUT, ' 

you i 
ours... I® 




























































FROM >j 
•F IR5T:i 
^l^APE •' 
tflRTHj 
?aRApiE#3 

"OB \ 


ARATA 

WATA- 

ya// 


KNOW 

[YOU... 


I'VE SEEN N 
YOUR NAME ON 
THE NATIONAL 
TOURNAMENT 
RESULTS... 


[JWONJTHE - 

TQURNAMENTjj 

'FOR YOUR^B; 

AOE GRdMS&l 
evemgri 
eiN &\Sb t 4 
yEARllpk 


HE'S 
WON 
THE NA¬ 
TIONAL 
TOURNA¬ 
MENT... 


...EVERY 

YEAR?/ 
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AREN'T 
THERE SOME 
CARPS you 
SEE ANP 
IMMEPIATELY 
REMEMBER 
THEIR FIRST 
HALVES? 


I JUST 
CA N'T 
X MEM- 
MAN- ORIZE 
AGt P All THE 
TO OET KARUTA 
ABOUT CARPS. 


...BUT 
THERE'S I OET 
NO WAY CONFUSEP 
I'LL BE WHENEVER 
ABLE TO I TRy TO 
LEARN LEARN 
A HUN- MORE/ 
PREP... 


WELL, 

UHH... SENS 



























































/ CRE- 

atinc- 
^ ,—4 a peep 
Sr' con- 

W ...AL- NECTION 
LOWS WITH A 
YOU TO CARP... 
TAKE IT 
QUICKER 
THAN 

ANYONE / 
ELSE / 


THERE 
ARB A 
HUNPREP 
POEM 5 
IN THE 
HYAKUNIN 
ISSHU. 


LOOK AT 
IT AS 
HAVING 
MAVB A 
HUNPREP 
N EW 

FRIENPS. 


X WANT 

you 

;TO OET 
/\LON6y 
ALRIOHT? 





















'-/FRIENDS 


y so. 

7 WHAT E/E- 
JABOUT LASH- 

i you? es. 


BUT 

rtu BE 

HERE. 


I HAVt \ 
CRAM \ 
SCHOOL 
AND STUFF. 
X DON'T 
THINK I 
COULD COME/ 
RSOULAR-J 
Ly... 


45 OFTEN 
45 X C4N. 


TAICHI 
















moA 


REALLY, 

CUIHAYA? 


I'M 

HOME/ 


I'M GOING 
TO WEAR 
THEM ALU 
RIGHT NOW, 

so you 

TAKE 

PHOTOS. 


WHOA 


5000 

COOL!! 


Ml 

you wig 
ONLy Wpls! 
NEED [W 
TO TAKE bf £ 
TWO OR LVJ 5 
THREE 


I'M AUDITIONING you 
TO BE A MODEL LIKE IT, 
IN A COMMERCIAL RIGHT? 
TOMORROW, 50 
MOM BOUGHT 
ME A BUNCH OF 
\ CLOTHES. A—^ 
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HUH? 

WHAT'P 

YOU 

N SAY? , 


YOU 
REALLY 
ARE YOUR 
SISTER'S 
i BI&GEST 
\ FAN, 
Xamw/A! 


MOWER. 
VO YOU 
STILL 
S AY... 


7 ...THAT 
YOUR 
VREAM IS 
FOR YOUR 
SISTER TO 
BECOME 
NUMBER 
ONE IN 
JAPAN? . 


PLAYING 

KARUTA 

FEELS 

GREAT!. 


HGOT 

■tony 

B^rst] 

ISrbi 


Bgur- N 

BBi 

















CHI' 

H AYA? 


TH£R£'S 
SOMt- ; 


WANT 

T0PO. 

























/ THE SALT- YlunW 
SEAWEED'S \ bye ^ 
THE NOT COMINOL 
SALT- THE SALT- 
SEA- SEAWEED'S M 
WEED'S NOT COMINOLL // 
NOT ^(\j/ 

cotm&. /<Cv 


Mmb te 
A COLD rrwmbte 
MOUN- 
TAIN RU 
THAT 

SOUNDS Aj 
LIKE 

CLOTH. L i. 


A COLD 
MOUN¬ 
TAIN 
THAT 
SOUNDS 
LIKE 
CLOTH. 


"KONU 

moo..." 

'YAKU YA 
MOSHIO 
NO..." 




l»WSJi 

Sfi-ri 


THINKING?; 


KARU- 

TA? 

SERI¬ 

OUSLY? 


CAN 

you 

SET ANy 
LAMER 
THAN 
THAT? 


// SHE'S 
ACTUALLy nu T 
INTER- ^ 

ESTEP IN 
SOMETHING p 
FOR ONCE, nNC ' 
AFTER 

\ ALL. yv_-< 


SAMU- 





































WHAT'S 
SHE 
GO INO 
\ TO GB T 
' OUT OF 
IT? 


ALL 

CHIHAYA 
NEEPS 
TO PO IS 
LOOK AT 
ME... 


WHAT 
PO YOU 
MEAN? 


...ANP 
TELL 
ME HOW 
AMAZINO 
, X AM. / 


LOOK AT IT 
AS HAVING ^ 
_ MADE A 
^HUNDRED M 

# NEW ’ I 

iTV FRIENDS. J 


IWANTYOU 

a \ 

| TO GET 
ALONG), 
ALRIGHT? 

‘ ' 













WEL¬ 

COME 

BACK 

VAV! 


Ama no J> 

(Is this) 


HOW # 
\NAS 
6BANPA 
IN FUKUI? 
15 HE 
POIN' 
BETTER] 


fl JOINEP 

f TUP 
KARUT4 
CLUB O'ER 
HERE WITH 
50ME KIP5 
FROM 

N SCHOOL/ 


X A/WPE 
SOME 
FRIENPS/ 


^RATA. 


...'BOUT 

YOUR 

,£R4MPA... 

























zarainu 


(Just one 
small thing 
I ask of 
you;) 


SQUIRM 1 


Konu 
hito o 

(You do 


THANK 

YOU 

VERY 

;MUCH. 


but still 


7 I PIP IT/ 

X GOT 
SIX CARPS 
OFF OF 
\NATAYA- 
, KUN/ / 


AYASE-SAN, 
PLEASE STOP 
SQUIRMING 
AROUNP 
EVERY- A 
\ WHERE/ / 


YOU'RE 

NOT 

PLAYINO 
YOUR BEST 
TOPAY, 
WATAYA- 
KUN. j 


THOUOH 
X MUST BE 
OETTINO 
BETTER, 
TOOT? 


|7 HARA- 
| PA- 
SENSEI. 


WHAT'S 

THAT? 






























IT'S A 

I' fN / TEAM \ =°P^«^°""a'Sp» l ;a?l^ n »!lon 

; U TOURNA- lift 

y ~^ ment, nm 

WITH ' OT,J 

IT'LL THREE iA'*fc/J^£*£<JD;fo'Sn 
BE THE PLAYERS 
LAST PER 
TOUR- TEAM. 

NAMENT 
YOU CAN 
ENTER AS 
A SIXTH 
, ORAPER. 


AN 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
FOR A CITYWIPE 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL 
TOURNAMENT 
IN MARCH. 


/mJb'*fc*£*TiB©gfStCTF,B<*l.'fc L * 
■xn y*r. 

LA 1 *-A®0#«*:*Tl'Sf. 
i©±«#©wi±sij 0 ig ■ MMffii'tteTsai 


COM¬ 

PETI¬ 

TION? 


THREE 

PER 

TEAM? 

OH ( 
WELL, 
FINE 
THEN. 


I-I 

WAmA 

PETE 


7 / YOU 
I WERE 
AT CRAM 
, SCHOOL 
FOR¬ 
EVER, 
i TAICHI/ 


COULP, 

TOO...,, 


I BET YOU'RE 
OONNA SAY 
YOU WON'T 
ENTER BECAUSE 
YOU PON'T 
KNOW IF YOU'LL 
WIN OR NOT. 


UOH, YOU 
REALLY 
NEEP TO 
WORK ON 
THAT, YOU 
KNOW... 


HEY, \V' 
THEY'RE v 
SAYINO 
THERE'S 
OONNA BE A 
THREE-PER¬ 
SON TEAM 
TOURNA- A 
MENT UAi 


YOU 

TALKING 

ABOUT? 


HURK/ 
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/ OKI 
~J MAPO- 

Wi waseru, 

(If I happen to 
Jtl pick a flower), 

WHAT 
I] KIND OF 
U FLOWER 
||\ WAS 
I IvTHAT... 


I THE 
CARD v 
START - 7 
ED 
WITH 
| "KOKO" 

(first frost) 


FROSTED 

I PLOW- J 
ERS. I 




























: 


WH OA, AW 
IT'S EVEN 
STICKING A 
LITTLE/ 

Mo one at toe 
Karota c\od ^ 
noticed!^! 


( IT'S 
SNOW- 
II \ INO/ 


SNOW/ 


WOW/ 


























NAKA 

WA"? 

(The busy 


folk at 


..."ANA N 0 
OBUNE N 0 
T5UNA PE 
KANASHI 
NO."... 

(If only all things in 
this world / Could 
\ stay as they’ve 
• \ always been!) 


yOU'RE 

so 

SLOW, 
CHI' 
HAy A!/ 


IT 

SNOWEP 

my 

MORE IN 
FUKUI. 


THAT 

WAS 

FAST/ 


"ARIAKE 

NO." 

(Ever since 1 left 
you,) 


"AKATSUKI 
BAKARI UKI 
MONO WA 
NASHI" 

(As cold as the daybreak 
that fateful mom.) , 


THAT'S 
"KIMI &A 
TAME HA"/ 

(Picking for you in thi 
fields /The) 


"WAOA 

KOROMOPE Nl 
yUKI WA FURI 
TSUTSU." 

(And to my sleeves a 
thousand / Tiny 
snowflakes cling .) 


"KIMI GA 
TAME O." 

CTo tell the truth, I wai 
willing to die / For) 


YJOOO 




'X 

I 



















AHA- 

HAMA! 


'GOTCHA! 


WHOA! 


PIP YOU 
VO THIS 
KINPA 
STUFF 
IN FUKUI, 
TOO— 


/ HE// 

S f WAT AY A- 
KUN. 


ARATA. 


7 CALL 

Me 

ARATA. 












r so i 

I CAN } 
CALL YOU 
"ARATA" 

, TOO, 


TAICHI. 


^PTT/ 


you 

AL¬ 

RIGHT 


■ARATA. 


HAHA 


ARATA 


TA\CH\ 




RIC-HT 

















mmmim 

M 

karuta^ 

TOGETHER 

FOREVER,- 


THEy'RE 

SUCH 

&OOV 

IfRIENPS. 


ARE THE 
KIPS 

plains- 

OUT 

VTHERE? 


THEy 

ARE. 


poyou 

THINK 

THEy'Ll, 

KEEP 

PLAyiNO 

KARUTA? 




















AS LONG 
AS THEY 
STAY 
FRIENDS, 
THEY WILL. 


WHEN IT 

corns 

TO CHIL¬ 
DREN... 


/ ...NO \ 

! MATTER s 
HOW MUCH \ 1 
THEY LIKE \ 
KARUTA,|OR \ 
HO,vy &0'pv l 
|THi ey are. 4; 

AT IT... if 


WHAT? 


....THEY'LL STOP 
PLAYING IPx'THEY 
PON'T H4YE 4NY 
FRIENPS. 


_____ __ 


dH ■» j. 





pj 


























































































YOU'Re 

n or oonna 

GO THERE, 
TAICHI, ARB 

i you? 


7 you WON'T 
BE AB LE TO 
PLAy KARUTA 
AT SENSEI'S 
PLACB IF 

you po/ i 


jWHAT'RE 

you 

talking/ 

ABOUTL 


f OF COURSE 
I'M GOING 
TO KAIMEISEI. 
EVEN IF THAT 
MEANS X 
CAN'T PLAy 
KARUTA 
ANyMORE. 































LET’S PLAY 
KARUTA 
TOGETHER 
FOREVER, 
OKAY? 


TAICHI'S 

sayino 

SOMETHING 
ABOUT NOT 
CARINO IF HE 
CAN'T PLAY 
KARUTA 
ANYMORE. 


ISN'T 

THAT 

RIPIOJ- 
























KARUTA 

TOETHER 

FOREVER. 


I NEEP17\ 
60 BACK 
ONCE I 
6RAVUATE 





































C4i4<w(|n)wt 



WE CAN'T 
PLAYKARUTA 
T'GETHER 
FOREVER 




IS YOUR 
&RAWPA 
OONNA 
NEEP 
NURSING 
CARE, 


HE'S GOT 


CEREBRAL 


APPA-PLEXr 


SOMETHIN 


HE'S 
STILL 
IN THE 
HOSPI¬ 
TAL... 











































k ARATA x i 
H AND 
TAICHJ ARE 
BOTH GOING 
AWAY? 


PIBIllltl§11 

m —' ■■ wmms 

flllpStlStlffttf! 




i I'M 
GOING 
TO BE 
ALONE 


llilii! 


illlli 




iilliiig 
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^'zo^ 




















IT'S My 
FAULT... 


my 

ISN'T 

CmAYA- 

CHAN 

HERE?' 


I'M NOT 
ENTERING 

tornament; 


HUH? 


(WHAT?) 


BUT IT'S 
'CAUSE I'M 
OOIN' BACK 
TO FUKUI! 


HP 

ItM 

ABOUT 
TO BE 
ALONE 
ANY¬ 
WAY... 


HO W 


NO, I'M 
TELLINO 

you 
IT'S My 
FAULT/ 


I'VE 

KNOWN 

HER 

FOR 

LONOER/ 


NAW, 

IT'S 

MINE 


STOP 

ACTINO LIKE 
yOU'RE SO 
IMPORTANT/ 














...IF I'M 
GOING 
TO BE 
DOING IT 
ALONE? 


WHY 

WOULD 

KARUTA 

1 BE 
5 ANY, 
IFUN..1 


HCEjfeOT 




































































































...IV ALWAYS 
OET TO PLAY 
KARUTA WITH 
EVERYONE. 


THOUGHT. 


EVEN 
THOUOH 
ARATA 
AW 
TAICHI 
NEVER 
THOUGHT 
THAT. / 


X WAS 
JUST 
BEING- 
STUPIP 
ON MY 
OWN. 


SUT I'M 
VOW 
BEING- 
STUPIP. 


' IT'S HOT THE 
KINP OF PLACE 
YOU OET INTO 
WHILE COMINC- 
TO KARUTA 
CLUB EVERy 
WEEK. J 


f EYE- 
1 LASHES 
IS PRETTY 
IMPRES¬ 
SIVE, 
THOUGH/ 


KAIMEISEI IS N 
A FAMOUS 
SCHOOL/ 
LOTS OF 
PRIME 
MINISTERS 
HAVE COME / 
OUT OF 
THERE/ J 


OETTINO 
IN IS NO 
EASY 
FEAT. 



























































































' WH- 
WHERE 


TAICHI 


SHOOTING 

STAR! 


I'VE NEVER 
SEEN A 
SHOOTING 
STAR 
BEFORE/ 


you MIOHT 
NOT KNOW 
THIS, 
CHIHAYA, 
BUT... 


/..CLASS¬ 
ES BOY'S 
ORANPFA- 
THER IS AN 
AMAZINO 
PERSON. 
HE'S AN 
ETERNAL 
MASTER/ 


com iv 

TELL. BY 
WATCH- 
INC- / 
HIM. / 


...BECAME AS 

mi&r / m' / 

£0OP AS HE 15 

aaira \\/ If. 

BECAUSE HIS 

. y pi 

£RANPFATHER 


TAUGHT HIM. / 






















t soi y 

CA N'T 

mom 

HOW 

WORRIFP 

hf'p 

BF... 


...if Hie 

ORANP- 

f/^thfr 

BFC4MF 

SICK. 


juer 

KIP- 

PINO/ 


OH/ -A 
^SHOOTING- 
1 STAR/ . 


WHAAA 





pistil 

W//\v 


P 'n 



f you'RE p 

SxK 

f AHAHA- \ 


r 

SO MEAN, II 

NNj 

HAHA/ | 


-j/ 

\ SENSEI/ | 

you BIS- i 1 — 
" MEANIE// 1 
































IF YOU 
QUIT, 


ITT? BE 

I \wmm m 


IV FFFL 
10HEIY 
TOO. 


THANK 

YOU 

VERY 

MUCH 

FOR 

WALKING 

m 

worn, , 
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fy/ WE CAN’T 
" PLAY 
KARUTA 
i TOGETHER 
l FOREVER. 


I’D FEEL 
LONELY 
TOO. 


IF YOU 
QUIT, 






ISN'T 
IT LATE 
FOR YOU 
JUST AN TO BE 
ELEMEN- GETTING- 
TARY HOME, 
SCHOOL- JHIHAYA? 
ER. 


HER SO 
MUCH/ 































Team 

|chihayafuru| 


HANPMAP£ 

T-SHIRT?/ 












































SHOULP| 
TELL 
YOU 
RIGHT 
NOW. I 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE WE 
A/WOE UP 
OR ANY¬ 
THING. 


f X JUST 
PAIR FOR THE 
T-SHIRTS, 
ANP YOU PREW 
ON THEM. 
THAT'S ALL. / 


YEAH, 

I GET IT. 
PIVISION'A 
LABOR. 

■cause your 


CHI- 

HAYA. 


I Elementary Karutal 

Tournament Site | 


WHERE 
COUIV 
SHE 
BE...? 
























































































































































































f no I 
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...AFTER 
I'M PONE 
BEATING 

! 

YOU. 

. ' r. :■ 

















CHINA- 

YA- 

CHANI/ 


I WAS 
STUCK AT 
A TRAIN 
CROSSING 
FOR 

TWENTy 

MINUTES/ 


YOU'RE 
SU- LATE, 
PER CHIHAYA 
LATE / / 


WHO'S 

FILING 

THIS 

LONELY, 

RIGHT? 


BOTH OF yOU 
LEAVING ME TO 
BE ALL ON My 


ANP I'M 
MAP 

at you 

TOO/ 


OWN LIKE THIS 


BUT... 


IT'S 

NOT 

JUST 

ME 


V-x 




























| LINE UP PLEASE 
YOUR BE 
CARPS, QUIET. 
QUICKLY! 


PO YOU 
THINK YOU 
CAN BEAT 
ME? 


HOW 
MANY ^ 
YEARS 
H AYE 
YOU 

PLAYEPI 

KARU-7 

ta?A 


1 BUT \ 
I'M 
OOINO 
TO 
\ WIN. 


f you 

' HAVE 
FIFTEEN 
MINUTES 
OF 

MEMORI¬ 
ZATION 
\ TIME. I 


TWO 

^MONTHS. 


.— f 

PON'T 

I'VE 

GET 

BEEN 

CAR- 

PLAYING 

R\EP 

: SINCE 
FIRST 
GRAPE. 

AWAY. 

YpL -ViV* 

i^r\ 

X I 

l. \ \ ? 

^ /Jt 



THIS IS 
MY 
FIRST 
MATCH, 

WOW! 

3 TOO. 



































































































...THAT'S ' 
WHAT I 
THOUGHT. J 



FRIENDS 
WITH SOME 
OF YOU 




































YOU'RE 

ALL 

TALK! 


BUT ALL 
OF THE 
ONES 
OUNP 


...ARE 


LIKE MY 
BEST 


FRIENDS 


















































AGW! 

THIS 

A&mi 


ALRIGHT/ 


15 SHE NOT 
AFRAIP OF 
OETTINO 
THE WRONO 
. ONE? 


_ GOING 
^ TO 
^ WIN. 


you PON'T 
•••SHE KNOW IP IT'S 

TAKES &o\K& TO BE 

THE "SHI-RA-TSU-yU" 
CARP OR "SHI-NO-BU" 
AFTER UNTIL THE SECONP 
THE CHARACTER, A 

FIRST/ but... 


AYASE-SAN 
ALWAYS 
OUESSES 
ON CARPS 
LIKE THAT/ 


























WE'RE 
GOING TO 
WIN. 


F, THE 
THREE 
OF US 
TOGETH 
ER. 


Continued in Volumes 





























Ghihaya hjme (12) 


Urg^, ^<5. 

boyish body. 

N^wr worn a sKirt. 

Sincm. Easily trusted by 
others. Easily bd to. 

Pe-c^nt surprise 
Her old^r sister 
suddenly buying a c^ll 
phone. Not only that, 
she- won't tell her what 
the number is. 


„ fate ove-rly focused on 
thing's, to the point of 
‘Staring at thfl holes on 
ants' nests for four hours. 



© Elood type= E 

® Favorite classy 
Science, social 
studies. 







ftrata Wataya (12) 



© Oool, thin eyes. 

Thin eyebrows and eyelashes. 

© genetically bad eyesight. He- 1 '? 
worn glasses since he was three. 

® Tends not ho smile much. 

Poesn't -show his emotions 
unl^*; he’s relaxed. 

® Currently wants= Pen "/Vriahe" 
automatic card-reading machine. 

9 Plays haruta even in his dreams. 
Hi'? parents are sometimes sleep- 
deprived because of his sudden 
movements during the night. 

© Uihes math, calligraphy, and 
science class. 

e> Plood type= 0 
® Scared of t?ig dogs. 




Taichi Mashima (12) 


© ThicK, camel-1ihe eyebrows. Was the 
most visible eyelid fold"? of the group. 

® Folds easily Fo stress and pressure. 

® Poth talented and a bard worker. jj 

® Was curly hair that can be jj 

Ward fo get under confrol. ! 

© His grandfather is the head of a j 
general hospital. His father is also a p 
doctor, and so he vaguely wonders if ^ ’ 

he's going to become a doctor too. 

® decent surprises 1 When his little^ 
sister (five years old) asl^ed him 
if he's a narcissist. 

@ Poes well in every subject. 

® Plood type= A- 










e> Noticed from a young age 
that really cute. 

© Finds her way info being a 
model for teen magazine 
through beauty pageants. 1 
Wants to become a 
supermodel some- day. 

® WalKs liKe a model, even 
on her way to school. 

® eiood type- M> 

© Favorite phrase : "Shoot 
me from this angle!" 


<=S KSta PfiSSi 
s-M&ft «®g» 
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HERE'S 
YOUR NEW 
YEAR'S 
OIFT, 
CHITOSE- 
CHAN. 

SE SURE 
TO 01VE THE 
OTHER m 
ONE TO JSS 
CHIHAYA- 
CHAN. 

A 




MAYBE YOU 
HAPN'T HEARP, 
CHIHAYA, BUT 
STARTING THIS 
YEAR, THEY'RE 
SAYINO 
ANYONE OVER 
TEN YEARS OLP 
WON'T OET A 
NEW YEAR'S 
OIFT. 



Chihaya's clothes are all hand-me-downs. 
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I’ll try to top it op 
in volume 2! 
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